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My 4-H story
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This past year in 4-H I have been given many great opportunities to 
grow in my leadership both in my club and in the State. 

After applying and being accepted to be a Space Camp 
counselor, I got to meet delegates and counselors from all over 
Wisconsin. Through this experience I learned how to better work in 
groups. This skill has really helped me in the classroom when put in 
a group that might not necessarily be my closest friends. Because of 
my Space Camp experience, I know how to help everybody be 
engaged in the group. Space Camp is one of my favorite 
opportunities that 4-H offers.

Another one of my most memorable moments in 4-H 
was getting to lead a 3-D printing project meeting for my club. 3-D 
printing is a relatively new concept and many do not know how to 
program the prints. I got to help kids in my club learn how to 
navigate a site called Tinkercad so that they could...



My 4-H story (cont.)
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… make a Soma Cube. I chose the project because it is good for 
beginners but also relies strongly on precision. Through leading this 
project I improved my skills of communication. By leading the kids 
through the project step-by-step I also learned how to keep the 
kids that were ahead occupied while making sure the others did not 
get behind. This skill will help me more as I continue leading project 
meetings in my 4-H journey.

One other that I enjoy doing in 4-H is the public service 
that my club does. Through Ridgeway I get to help make Birthday 
bags that are given to the Food Pantry so that families in need can 
still give their kids a birthday present.

Overall, 4-H is a place where I get the chance to develop 
skills that will help me in my future. 4-H has lead me to be more 
confident in myself, and has lead me to make great friendships with 
kids from all over Wisconsin.



My 4-H Goals
Goal Date Completed

Attend Regular Club Meetings                                  Tuesdays
Help with the Club Booth                                 July 28th 2019

Hold a club officer position                              September 2018
Lead a project meeting                                    June 18th 2019

Space Camp Counselor                                          April 2019
State Fair Award                                                August 2019
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Aerospace
Art
Cats
Communications
Creative Writing
Crocheting
Cultural Arts
Demonstrations
Drawing and Painting
Exotic Animals

Foods and Nutrition
History and Heritage
Knitting
Legos
Model Rocketry
Music
Pets
Photography
Puppetry     
Robotics

Scale Models
Self-Determined
Speaking
STEM
Theater Arts
Woodworking
Youth Leadership

Project Listing

Bolded Projects have a designated project page



This is my 3rd year in the Cultural Arts project. I planned to 
work more on sketching faces. After entering a sketchbook 
in the fair, I feel as though my sketching of faces has gotten 
better. One thing that really helped me on improving this 
skill was studying the persons face before I started drawing 
If I studied it before I started I could picture it while I was 
drawing. A few exhibits that I entered in the fair were a 
model “Thor’s hammer”, a collage using old maps, a Bob 
Ross type acrylic painting and a Lord of the Rings themed 
sketchbook with painted covers. Many of the projects that I 
made were in a class, so there were not many expenses. 
The Cultural Arts project means a lot to me because art is a 
great way to express your creativity and the cultural Arts 
project allows me to do that.
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Cultural Arts
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In this project I planned to work on my public speaking, As a 
Space Camp counselor, I got to lead a group of fantastic 
kids and my public speaking really improved. It helped that I 
had a great group of counselors on the trip with me. Some 
of the exhibits that I showed were a trivia game that I made 
for the Space Camp delegates and a 3-D printed Soma 
Cube to represent the 3-D printing project meetingI led. 
The expenses in this project were paying for the cost of 
Space Camp. I was vice president of my club this year. And 
my role as Historian Chairman last year paid off as the 
record book our team created won a State Fair Ribbon. I 
really enjoy the youth leadership project because it inspires 
me to try new things to make me a better leader. 

Youth Leadership
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I really love this project. Through school I play Bass Clarinet, 
Clarinet and Tenor Saxophone. This year my goal was to get 
better at the Tenor saxophone. By joining Jazz band I got to 
improve my skills. My band teacher is the one who really 
helped me to get the fingerings on the Tenor down. My 
exhibit in this project was a solo that I played for solo and 
ensemble for my school. It’s called a Concertino in D minor 
by Leroy Ostransky. This project is worthwhile to me 
because I plan in doing many clubs that are related to 
music while I’m in high school. The music project really 
helps me to continue getting better at all of the 
instruments that I play.

Music
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In the robotics project I got to try new STEM related 
activities. I joined the robotics club at my school and my 
team made it to state. My goal for robotics this year was to 
get better at coding. At Space Camp as a counselor I got the 
opportunity to do their robotics program and I was the 
coder for my team. My team was the only team to be able 
to autonomously (hands off controller) do the tasks we 
were given. I did not enter any exhibits in the fair for 
robotics this year so there were no expenses. This project 
helps me see the science side of things. I like the robotics 
project because it is a challenge to the brain to figure out 
the problems that robots can present.

Robotics
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I used to be a really shy person until I discovered theater 
arts. I was on the mic crew for the middle school production 
and I got to see what it was like to be in charge of how the 
whole show sounds. While that was a great experience, I 
wanted to expand on my acting skills. I was cast in the 
ensemble and bird choir in Mary Poppins. After that in 
Jubricosa I was cast as Anna in Frozen and I really stepped 
out of my comfort zone. I learned how to stay in character 
for the entire show and how to be spatially aware of 
everyone on stage. My friends really helped me to lose my 
stage fright and have a great time. This project means a lot 
to me because being in theater builds a family like no other. 
You’ll never have the same show twice and you’ll never have 
the same crowd again. Through theater arts I have grown in 
confidence as well and stage presence.

Theater Arts



MY

4-H Memories
OF 2019
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Space Camp

Awards Ceremony

Saturn V

Lego Robot
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Leading the kids on how to be precise 

The finished 3-D printed 
Soma Cube

What it looks like on a 
computer screen

3-D Printing Project Meeting
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Aviation Tour The 
Ridgeway 
members 
that went 

on the 
tour 

Checking out the planes on campus

Doing loopdy-loops in the plane simulator



4-H Band

Conducting rehearsals in my driveway

Final rehearsal before the show

Performing Africa by Toto and Kung Fu Fighting at 
the Winnebago County Fair



16

As the previous Historian 
Chairman it was my job to enter 
the Historian Book that my team 
and I made. This year I wanted to 

try something new so I made a 
digital layout and printed it out 

when we were done editing. The 
judge thought that it was very 

original and loved the idea.

Getting the 
Historian book 

judged
Seeing the State fair award!
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“Sylvia had a great year as an 8th grade member of Ridgeway 4-H Club. Sylvia served as our Vice 
President this year where she helped create and manage a signup genius for 
icebreakers/refreshments/demonstrations for our club members.  She also helped with icebreakers if no 
other leaders were available, led reflections on demonstrations and maintained a file to track active members in 
our club to see who earned county fair exhibitor wristbands purchased by the club.  Sylvia also led a 2nd 3-D 
printing meeting where members were able to create a block puzzle like a SOMA Cube.  Members have LOVED 
her project meetings in this technology and continue to enjoy her meetings and leadership engaging style.  
Sylvia has a passion for space and in the past had been a space camp attendee and alternate to be a space 
camp counselor.  This year she was a Counselor!  Her hard work and patience paid off and she was able to have 
another Space Camp Experience and a leadership role in the spring.  She had a wonderful time and has grown 
in her love of Space through this experience.  Sylvia also attended a related project meeting about flying and 
aviation which included a tour of the flight school.  Sylvia also continued to lead our 4-H band this year and they 
were able to practice under her leadership this summer and perform at the county fair.  Sylvia directs, selects 
music and helps all members feel awesome about their contributions as a musician.  Sylvia is a natural leader 
and her enthusiasm is contagious.  Sylvia created a number of exhibits for the county fair this year and present 
the historian album that she chaired for our club this last year.  I was thrilled to learn the team earned a State 
Fair Award for the album!  Sylvia I look forward to working with you as our club President this year and 
continue to see you try new things in 4-H.  Way to go Sylvia!”   - Jenny Numrich

Youth Leader Comments
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“It has been an exciting year to watch Sylvia grow, thanks to all the opportunities 
available through 4-H. Her leadership and mentorship skills continue to expand. 

She led another 3-D printing project this year, giving youth that had attended her 3-D 
printing meeting the previous year a chance to try some new things and still allow first-
timers the ability to learn a new skill. The 4-H band, coordinated by Sylvia, was another 
success at the county fair this year, combining her love for music with this opportunity to 
work together as a team. Yet another example of leadership/confidence was Sylvia's 
adventure as a counselor for this year's 4-H trip to Space Camp; she helped to keep the 
campers occupied and entertained during their travels. 

It is also worth mentioning an activity outside 4-H. Sylvia auditioned for a youth 
production of Frozen and was cast as Anna, one of the lead roles. This was the first time 
she'd been cast in any lead role and her performance was outstanding. There's no doubt that 
her experiences in 4-H have helped her to seek out new experiences like this and do so with 
confidence.” - Chris Dums

Parent Comments
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